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1
OUTPUT DRIVER SLEW CONTROL

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to output drivers, which may be
used for data communication on a controller area network
(CAN) bus or other applications.

BACKGROUND

Output drivers may be used in a wide variety of systems.
As one example, electrical drivers may be used to commu-
nicate data over wired interfaces. When communicating data
over a wired interface, signal integrity may be a problem.
For instance, the electrical properties of the interconnections
and/or packaging may interfere with the signaling voltages
& currents and affect the performance of the output driver.
In some examples, output driver slew rate control may be
used to address such signal integrity issues.

For instance, with proper slew rate control of the output
signal generated by an output driver, signal integrity issues
resulting from switching noise (dI/dt), transmission line
effects, and electromagnetic interference (EMI) (dV/dt) may
be reduced.

SUMMARY

In general, this disclosure is directed to techniques for
combining multiple drivers with different properties into an
output driver. For example, a first driver with a desired slew
rate may be combined with a second driver with desired DC
characteristics to form an output driver that has both a
desirable slew rate and desirable DC characteristics.

In one example, a method includes, in response to a
voltage level of an input signal satisfying an input voltage
threshold, activating a first driver of a plurality of drivers
configured to collectively generate an output signal. In this
example, the method also include, in response to the voltage
level of the input signal satisfying the input voltage thresh-
old and a voltage level of the output signal satisfying an
output voltage threshold, toggling activation of a second
driver of the plurality of drivers, wherein the second driver
is configured to switch more current when activated than the
first driver, and wherein the first driver has a faster slew rate
than the second driver.

In another example, an output driver includes a plurality
of drivers configured to collectively generate an output
signal. In this example, a first driver of the plurality of
drivers is configured to activate responsive to a voltage level
of an input signal satisfying an input voltage threshold, and
a second driver of the plurality of drivers is configured to
toggle activation responsive to the voltage level of the input
signal satisfying the input voltage threshold and a voltage
level of the output signal satisfying an output voltage
threshold. In this example, the second driver is configured to
switch more current when activated than the first driver, and
the first driver has a faster slew rate than the second driver.

In another example, an output driver includes a plurality
of means for collectively generating an output signal, and
means for controlling the means for collectively generating
the output signal. In this example, the means for controlling
may be configured to: activate a first means of the plurality
of means for collectively generating the output signal
responsive to a voltage level of an input signal satisfying an
input voltage threshold, and toggle activation of a second
means of the plurality of means for collectively generating
the output signal responsive to the voltage level of the input
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signal satisfying the input voltage threshold and a voltage
level of the output signal satisfying an output voltage
threshold. In this example, the second means is configured
to switch more current when activated than the first means,
and the first means has a faster slew rate than the second
means.

Details of these and other examples are set forth in the
accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features, objects, and advantages will be apparent from the
description and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a conceptual diagram illustrating example output
driver, in accordance with one or more techniques of this
disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic and conceptual diagram illustrating
further details of drivers included in the output driver of
FIG. 1, in accordance with one or more examples of this
disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a schematic and conceptual diagram illustrating
further details of feedback logic included in the output driver
of FIG. 1, in accordance with one or more examples of this
disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating example signals that may
correspond to signals within an output driver, in accordance
with one or more techniques of this disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating example operations of an
example battery powered motor system, in accordance with
one or more techniques of this disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As discussed above, slew rate control may be used to
reduce signal integrity issues of the output signal generated
by an output driver. However, in some examples, it may not
be desirable to design an output driver to have a reduced
slew rate, e.g., due to the resulting impact on the other
electrical characteristics of the output signal. As one
example, an increase in the propagation delay of the output
driver may occur when an output driver is turned on slowly.
This is because the propagation delay is a cumulative delay
of the internal signal delay from input to the gate of the
driver and the rate at which the output signal rises/falls as
driven by the driver.

Propagation delay may be defined at the time elapsed
between a time where the input level of the driver crosses an
input threshold (e.g., 50%) to a time where the output level
of the driver crosses an output threshold (e.g., 50%). The
input threshold and the output threshold may be selected
based on e.g., a communication standard and/or application
of the driver. As such, it is desirable for an output driver to
satisfy one or more EMI requirements (e.g., through very
slow slew rates of the output signal) without significantly
increasing the propagation delay (e.g., minimizing the
impact of the slow slew rates on the delay contribution from
the output signal rise/fall).

As one example, the slew rate of an output driver may be
controlled by adding a pre-resistance(poly) to the driver. For
instance, where an output driver includes one or more
metal-oxide semiconductor (MOS) transistors which may
have huge variation over process, voltage and temperature
(PVT), a resistance may be added to the path of the output
driver. As the resistance has lower variation over PVT
conditions, including the resistance in the path may help
control the slew rate of the output signal (e.g., because
adding a pre-resistance to a MOS transistor pushes the MOS
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transistor into linear region of operation and thus reducing
the overall spread of the slew).

However, in some examples, it may not be desirable to
add a resistance to the driver. For instance, while adding a
resistance to a driver may result in desirable slew rate
control, this technique may not help in meeting the delay
requirements because the behavior of the driver is linearized.
Additionally, it may not be desirable to add a resistance
because the resulting size of the MOS transistor needed to
meet the DC requirements of the pad may be large which
results in undesirable area usage.

As another example, the slew rate of an output driver may
be controlled by utilizing a staggered driver. For instance,
the output driver transistor may be fingered and separately
controlled. In operation, the gates of the fingered driver may
activated slowly to reduce the dv/dt of the output signal.

However, in some examples, it may not be desirable to
use a staggered driver. For instance, as the output driver gate
is turned on slowly, the propagation delay contribution from
the driver increases in the same ratio which increases the
difficulty of meeting the delay requirement when maintain-
ing the slow slew rate. While it may be possible to optimize
the delay achieved by controlling the ratio of the driver
fingers that can be turned on but this method still has some
limitations in what results can be achieved. Additionally, the
complexity and area of the pre-driver logic needed to
implement gate control for driver fingers is increased by
using such a staggered driver.

As another example, the slew rate of an output driver may
be controlled by adding a miller capacitance (e.g., a capaci-
tance between the gate and the drain of the output driver).
The gate of the output driver may be controlled such that the
slew rate is based on the rate of change of voltage across the
load capacitance.

However, in some examples, it may not be desirable to
use a miller capacitance. For instance, utilizing a miller
capacitance may not be very effective to address PVT
variations. Additionally, a miller capacitance may also slow
down the output driver such that delay requirements may be
more difficult to meet. Furthermore, there may also be an
area disadvantage as the size of the miller capacitance
required to control the slew rate may be large.

As another example, the slew rate of an output driver may
be controlled by controlling of the gate of the output driver
(similar to the miller capacitance approach). In some
examples, the gate of the output driver may be controlled
based on feedback from the pad to which the driver outputs
the output signal. For instance, the output signal may be
detected and used to control the gates of the output driver.
The feedback from the pad could be used either to turn on
a few gate fingers or it could be used to control the
pre-driver. While using feedback from the pad may address
the slew rate problem, it may also cause difficulties for
meeting the delay requirement.

In some examples, the gate of the output driver may be
controlled by using a current controlled pre-driver. For
instance, the pre-driver may be controlled with a current
supplied by a bandgap or from any other current source
circuit such that the current is mostly constant over various
PVT conditions. As the current would be a constant current
over PVT conditions, the rate at which the gate of the output
driver is charged may also be constant which may help the
driver achieve a controlled slew over PVT’s. However, in
some examples, it may not be desirable to utilize a current
controlled pre-driver to control the gate of the output driver
(e.g., when the load is variable). Additionally, as the gate of
the output driver is charged at a constant rate, using a current
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controlled pre-driver does not address the delay problem.
Furthermore, this technique may result in static current
consumption, which may not be desirable.

In accordance with one or more techniques of this dis-
closure, a plurality of the above techniques may be com-
bined to create an output driver with desirable slew rate
control over various PVT conditions, desirable propagation
delay, and desirable DC characteristics. For example, a first
driver that utilizes an additional resistance may be combined
with a second driver that utilizes feedback from the pad to
form an output driver that has a desirable slew rate, delay,
and DC characteristics.

FIG. 1is a conceptual diagram illustrating example output
driver 2, in accordance with one or more techniques of this
disclosure. Output driver 2 may be configured to generate an
output signal in response to receiving an input signal. For
instance, responsive to receiving an input signal at input 12,
output driver 2 may generate an output signal at output 14.
In some examples, output driver 2 may be included in an
integrated circuit, such as an integrated circuit used to
communicate data over a wired interface. As illustrated in
the example of FIG. 1, output driver 2 may include driver 6,
feedback logic 8, and driver 10.

In some examples, output driver 2 may include driver 6
which may be configured to generate an output signal based
on a control signal. For instance, driver 6 may utilize the
input signal received at input 12 as a control signal and
generate an output signal for output at output 14 responsive
to determining that a voltage level of the input signal
satisfies an input voltage threshold.

In some examples, output driver 2 may include feedback
logic 8 which may be configured to generate a control signal
based on one or more signals, such as the input signal and
output signal of output driver 2. For instance, feedback logic
8 may be configured to activate driver 10 responsive to
determining that both the voltage level of the input signal
satisfies the input voltage threshold and that a voltage level
of the output signal satisfies an output voltage threshold.

In some examples, output driver 2 may include driver 10
which may be configured to generate an output signal based
on a control signal. For instance, driver 10 may generate an
output signal for output at output 14 responsive to receiving
a control signal from feedback logic 8.

In some examples, driver 10 may have different properties
than driver 6. As one example, driver 10 may be configured
to switch a larger amount of current than driver 6. As another
example, driver 6 may have a faster slew rate than driver 10.
As another example, driver 10 may be sized differently than
driver 6.

As discussed above, responsive to receiving an input
signal at input 12, output driver 2 may generate an output
signal at output 14. In some examples, output driver 2 may
be configured to generate the output signal in compliance
with one or more requirements such as one or more of a slew
rate requirement, a propagation delay requirement, and one
or more DC requirements.

In accordance with one or more techniques of this dis-
closure, driver 6 and driver 10 may collectively generate the
output signal at output 14 in compliance with one of more
of the requirements. For instance, driver 6 may be used to
satisfy a slew rate requirement and may be controlled based
on the input signal, and driver 10 may be used to satisfy one
or more DC requirements and may be controlled based on
both the input signal and the output signal.

In operation, driver 6 and feedback logic 8 may receive
the input signal via input 12. Responsive to determining that
a voltage level of the input signal satisfies an input voltage
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threshold, driver 6 may activate and begin generating the
output signal. In some examples, the input signal may be a
binary signal and driver 6 may determine that voltage level
of the input signal satisfies the threshold when the binary
signal toggles (i.e., switches from “0” to “1” and vice versa).

In any case, feedback logic 8 may selectively activate
driver 10 based on both the output signal and the input
signal. For instance, feedback logic 8 may toggle activation
of driver 10 responsive to determining that both the voltage
level of the input signal satisfies the input voltage threshold
and that a voltage level of the output signal satisfies one or
more output voltage thresholds.

As one example, feedback logic 8 may activate driver 10
where the voltage level of the output signal is greater than
a first output voltage threshold (e.g., 80% of the desired
level). In other words, driver 6 may generate the output
signal until the voltage level of the output signal crosses the
first output voltage threshold, at which point driver 6 and
driver 10 may collectively generate the output signal until
the input signal no longer satisfies the input voltage thresh-
old. In this way, driver 6 may be used to satisfy a slew rate
requirement, driver 10 may be used to satisfy one or more
DC requirements, while the combination of driver 6 and
driver 8 may be used to satisty a propagation delay require-
ment.

As another example, feedback logic 8 may activate driver
10 where the voltage level of the output signal is less than
a second output voltage threshold (e.g., 20% of the desired
level). In other words, driver 6 and driver 10 may collec-
tively generate the output signal until the voltage level of the
output signal crosses the second output voltage threshold, at
which point driver 10 may deactivate and driver 6 may
generate the output signal until the input signal no longer
satisfies the input voltage threshold. In this way, driver 6
may be used to satisfy a slew rate requirement, driver 10
may be used to satisty one or more DC requirements, while
the combination of driver 6 and driver 8 may be used to
satisfy a propagation delay requirement.

As yet another example, feedback logic 8 may activate
driver 10 where the voltage level of the output signal is
greater than the first output voltage threshold and where the
voltage level of the output signal is less than the second
output voltage threshold. In other words, driver 6 and driver
10 may collectively generate the output signal until the
voltage level of the output signal crosses the second output
voltage threshold, at which point driver 10 may deactivate
and driver 6 may generate the output signal until the voltage
level of the output signal crosses the first output voltage
threshold, at which driver 6 and driver 10 may again
collectively generate the output signal until the input signal
no longer satisfies the input voltage threshold. In this way,
driver 6 may be used to satisfy a slew rate requirement,
driver 10 may be used to satisfy one or more DC require-
ments, while the combination of driver 6 and driver 8 may
be used to satisfy a propagation delay requirement.

FIG. 2 is a schematic and conceptual diagram illustrating
further details of drivers included in the output driver of
FIG. 1, in accordance with one or more examples of this
disclosure. As illustrated in FIG. 2, output driver 2A may
include pre-driver 4, driver 6, feedback logics 8A-8B, and
driver 10.

In some examples, output driver 2A may include pre-
driver 4 which may be configured to receive an input signal,
perform to one or more operations to condition the input
signal, and output the conditioned signal to one or more
components of output driver 2A. For instance, pre-driver 4
may perform level shifting to convert a voltage range of the
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input signal to a voltage range of one or more transistors of
driver 6 and/or driver 10. In addition to conditioning the
input signal, pre-driver 4 may be configured to generate one
or more control signals 32A-32B (collectively, “control
signals 32”) based on the input signal. For instance, respon-
sive to determining that the voltage level of the input signal
is transitioning from low to high, pre-driver 4 may output
one or more of control signals 32 to cause one or more
drivers to activate (one or more pull-down drivers where
output driver 2A is inverting, or one or more pull-up drivers
where output driver 2A is non-inverting). Similarly, respon-
sive to determining that the voltage level of the input signal
is transitioning from high to low, pre-driver 4 may output
one or more of control signals 32 to cause one or more
drivers to activate (one or more pull-down drivers where
output driver 2A is non-inverting, or one or more pull-up
drivers where output driver 2A is inverting).

In some examples, output driver 2A may include driver
6A which may be configured to perform operations similar
to driver 6 of FIG. 1. For instance driver 6A may be
configured to generate an output signal based on a control
signal. In some examples, driver 6 A may generate the output
signal using a push configuration, a pull configuration,
and/or a push-pull configuration. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
driver 6A is a push-pull configuration that includes driver 20
and resistor 22 configured to pull-up the voltage level of the
output signal at output 14 (e.g., to VDD) along with resistor
24 and driver 26 configured to pull-down the voltage level
of the output signal at output 14 (e.g., to ground). As
discussed above, respectively including resistor 22 and
resistor 24 in the paths of driver 20 and driver 26 may
control the slew rates of driver 20 and driver 26 such that
driver 20 and driver 26 operate in a linear region.

While respectively illustrated in FIG. 2 as a PMOS
transistor and an NMOS transistor, driver 20 and driver 26
may be any device capable of switching electrical current.
For instance, driver 20 and/or 26 may include one or more
PMOS transistors, one or more NMOS transistors, one or
more bipolar junction transistors, and the like. Pre-driver 4
may be configured such that output driver 2A performs the
same operation regardless of the type of switching devices
included in driver 20 and driver 26.

In some examples, output driver 2A may include driver
10A which may be configured to perform operations similar
to driver 10 of FIG. 1. For instance driver 10A may be
configured to generate an output signal based on a control
signal. In some examples, driver 10A may generate the
output signal using a push configuration, a pull configura-
tion, and/or a push-pull configuration. As illustrated in FIG.
2, driver 10A is a push-pull configuration that includes
PMOS driver 28 configured to pull-up the voltage level of
the output signal at output 14 (e.g., to VDD) along with
NMOS driver 30 configured to pull-down the voltage level
of the output signal at output 14 (e.g., to ground).

While respectively illustrated in FIG. 2 as a PMOS
transistor and an NMOS transistor, driver 28 and driver 28
may be any device capable of switching electrical current.
For instance, driver 28 and/or 28 may include one or more
PMOS transistors, one or more NMOS transistors, one or
more bipolar junction transistors, and the like. Feedback
logics 8A-8B may be configured such that output driver 2A
performs the same operation regardless of the type of
switching devices included in driver 28 and driver 26.

In some examples, output driver 2A may include feedback
logics 8A-8B which may be configured to perform opera-
tions similar to feedback logic 8 of FIG. 1. For instance, each
of feedback logics 8A-8B may be configured to generate a
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control signal based on one or more signals, such as the
output signal at output 14 and one or more of control signals
32. As one example, feedback logic 8 A may generate control
signal 34A based on control signal 32A and the output
signal. As another example, feedback logic 8B may generate
control signal 34B based on control signal 32B and the
output signal.

In accordance with one or more techniques of this dis-
closure, driver 6 A and driver 10A may collectively generate
the output signal at output 14 in compliance with one of
more design requirements. In the following example, output
driver 2A is described as a non-inverting driver where the
voltage level of the output signal at output 14 may be pulled
up when the input signal corresponds to a logic high (e.g.,
“1”) level, and pulled down when the input signal corre-
sponds to a logic low (e.g., “0”) level. However, the tech-
niques of this disclosure are equally applicable where output
driver 2A is in an inverting configuration where the voltage
level of the output signal at output 14 may be pulled up when
the input signal corresponds to a logic low (e.g., “07) level,
and pulled down when the input signal corresponds to a
logic high (e.g., “1”) level.

In operation, the voltage level of the input signal at input
12 may initially be high and output driver 2A may pull-up
the voltage level of the output signal at output 14. For
instance, one or both of driver 20 and driver 28 may pull
pre-driver 4 may pull the voltage level of the output signal
at output 14 up to VDD (i.e., in response to control signal
32A and/or control signal 34A).

In any case, when the voltage level of input signal
transitions from high to low, output driver 2A may pull-
down the voltage level of the output signal at output 14. For
instance, responsive to determining that the voltage level of
the input signal is less than an input voltage threshold,
pre-driver 4 may output control signal 32B to driver 26 and
feedback logic 8B. Responsive to receiving control signal
32B, driver 26 may activate and begin to pull-down the
voltage level of the output signal and feedback logic 8B may
determine whether to activate driver 30 (e.g., whether to
output control signal 34B). For instance, feedback logic 8B
may activate driver 30 responsive to determining that a
voltage level of the output signal is greater than a first output
voltage threshold. In other words, responsive to receiving
control signal 32B (i.e., determining that both the voltage
level of the input signal satisfies the input voltage threshold)
and determining that the voltage level of the output signal
satisfies an output voltage threshold, feedback logic 8B may
output control signal 34B such that driver 30 activates and
pulls-down the voltage level of the output signal.

As the voltage level of the output signal is being pulled
down, feedback logic 8B may continue to determine
whether the voltage level of the output signal satisfies the
first output voltage threshold. Responsive to determining
that the voltage level of the output signal no longer satisfies
(i.e., is less than) the first output voltage threshold, feedback
logic 8B may deactivate driver 30, such as be ceasing to
output control signal 34B, such that driver 30 stops pulling-
down the voltage level of the output signal. However, as
driver 26 remains active, the voltage level of the output
signal may continue to be pulled-down.

As the voltage level of the output signal continues to
decrease, feedback logic 8B may determine whether the
voltage level of the output signal satisfies (i.e., is less than)
a second output voltage threshold. Responsive to determin-
ing that the voltage level of the output signal is less than the
second output voltage threshold, feedback logic 8B may
activate driver 30, such as be outputting control signal 34B,
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such that driver 30 begins to pull-down the voltage level of
the output signal. However, as driver 26 remains active, the
voltage level of the output signal may continue to be
pulled-down. In other words, driver 26 may be active during
a time period where the voltage level of the input signal is
less than the input signal threshold and driver 30 may be
active during one or both of (1) a time period where the
voltage level of the input signal is less than the input signal
threshold and the voltage level of the output signal is greater
than a first output voltage threshold, and (2) a time period
where the voltage level of the input signal is less than the
input signal threshold and the voltage level of the output
signal is less than a second output voltage threshold. In this
way, driver 26 and driver 30 may collectively generate the
output signal in compliance with the one or more design
requirements.

In some examples, driver 20 and driver 28 may perform
operations similar to driver 26 and driver 30 when the
voltage level of the input signal transitions from low to high.
For instance driver 20 may be active during a time period
where the voltage level of the input signal is greater than the
input signal threshold and driver 28 may be active during
one or both of (1) a time period where the voltage level of
the input signal is greater than the input signal threshold and
the voltage level of the output signal is less than a third
output voltage threshold, and (2) a time period where the
voltage level of the input signal is greater than the input
signal threshold and the voltage level of the output signal is
greater than a fourth output voltage threshold. In some
examples, the third output voltage threshold and the fourth
output voltage threshold may respectively mirror the first
output voltage threshold and the second output voltage
threshold. For instance, where the first output voltage thresh-
old is 20% of the steady state pulled-down voltage of the
output signal, the third output voltage threshold may be 20%
of the steady state pulled-up voltage of the output signal. In
this way, driver 20 and driver 28 may collectively generate
the output signal in compliance with the one or more design
requirements.

FIG. 3 is a schematic and conceptual diagram illustrating
further details of feedback logic included in the output driver
of FIG. 1, in accordance with one or more examples of this
disclosure. As illustrated in FIG. 3, output driver 2B may
include driver 6, feedback logic 8, and driver 10.

In some examples, output driver 2B may include driver
6B which may be configured to perform operations similar
to driver 6 of FIG. 1 and/or driver 6 A of FIG. 2. For instance
driver 6B may be configured to generate an output signal
based on a control signal. As illustrated in FIG. 3, driver 6B
may generate the output signal based on the input signal
received at input 12.

In some examples, output driver 2B may include driver
10B which may be configured to perform operations similar
to driver 6 of FIG. 1 and/or driver 10A of FIG. 2. For
instance driver 10B may be configured to generate an output
signal based on a control signal. As illustrated in FIG. 3,
driver 10B may generate the output signal based on a control
signal generated by feedback logic 9.

In some examples, output driver 2B may include feedback
logic 9 which may be configured to perform operations
similar to feedback logic 8 of FIG. 1 and/or feedback logics
8A-8B of FIG. 2. For instance, feedback logic 9 may be
configured to generate a control signal based on one or more
signals, such as the output signal at output 14 and one or
more of control signals 32. As one example, feedback logic
9 may generate control signal 35 based on the input signal
and the output signal. As illustrated in FIG. 3, feedback logic
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9 may include comparators 38A-38B (collectively, “com-
parators 38”), OR gate 40, and AND gate 42.

In some examples, feedback logic 9 may include one or
more comparators 38 which may be generate a control signal
that indicates whether or not a voltage level of an input
signal satisfies a voltage threshold. As one example, com-
parator 38A may output control signal 39A that indicates
whether the voltage level of the output signal satisfies a first
voltage threshold. As another example, comparator 38B may
output control signal 39B that indicates whether the voltage
level of the output signal satisfies a second voltage thresh-
old.

In some examples, one or both of comparators 39 may be
an inverter with a skewed switching threshold voltage. For
instance, as opposed to having a 50% switching threshold,
one or both of comparators 39 may be an inverter with a
switching threshold that is either >>50% or <<50%. As one
example, comparator 38A may have a very low/very high
switching threshold for signal rise/fall. As another example,
comparator 38B may have a very high/very low switching
threshold for signal rise/fall.

Therefore, where the voltage level of the output signal
begins to rise/fall, comparator 38A (i.e., with a very low
switching threshold (<<<50%)) may detect the signal state
and toggle the logic level of control signal 39A when the
voltage level of the output signal reaches the first threshold
voltage (e.g., 20% of its final signal level). This switching of
the logic level of control signal 39A may cause driver 10B
to deactivate.

Thus after the first threshold of signal rise/fall, driver 6B
may be active while driver 10B is inactive. In the mean-
while, comparator 38B (i.e., with a very high/low switching
threshold for signal rise/fall) may not toggle the logic level
of control signal 39B as the voltage level of the output signal
has not yet satisfied a second threshold (e.g., 80% of its final
signal level).

Therefore, from the first threshold until the second thresh-
old, the output signal slope is determined mainly by driver
6B. As discussed above, driver 6B may be configured to
have a linear behavior. Since the behavior is linear the slew
rate may be controlled over this entire range of the output
signal for various process, voltage and temperature (PVT)
conditions.

Once the output signal reaches the second threshold of its
level, comparator 38B may detect the state change and
toggle the logic level of control signal 39B when the voltage
level of the output signal reaches the second threshold
voltage (e.g., 80% of its final signal level). By toggling
control signal 39B, comparator 38B may cause driver 10B
to activate again after the second threshold of the signal
rise/fall. In this way, output driver 2B may satisfy one or
more of the DC requirements of the output signal/pad.

So initially, since driver 10B is activated (e.g., immedi-
ately & completely), it may aid in the charging of the load
capacitance and thus satisfy one or more initial delay
requirements. After that, when driver 10B is deactivated, the
slew rate of the output signal is controlled by driver 6B.
Finally, driver 10B is activated again towards the end of the
signal rise/fall (after reaching 80% of the signaling level) to
satisfy the one or more DC requirements of the output
signal/pad.

In some examples, the switching thresholds used by
comparators 38 may be selected and/or adjusted based on
one or more delay requirements. The size of driver 6B and
the value of a resistor included in driver 6B (ie., as
discussed above), may also be designed based on the slew
requirement e.g., without any impact on either the delay or
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the DC strength of the output driver. In this way, driver 6B
and driver 10B may collectively achieve both the slew rate
& delay requirements of the output driver in parallel and not
at the cost of one another.

Additional advantages of an output driver that includes
two drivers with different properties (i.e., driver 6 and driver
10) include, but are not limited to, the lack of area increase
because the existing strength of the output driver is used as
determined from the DC requirement. Similarly, because
there is no static current consumption, the complexity and
area of any slew control logic may be reduced.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating example signals that may
correspond to signals within an output driver, in accordance
with one or more techniques of this disclosure. As illustrated
by FIG. 4, graph 400 may include a horizontal axis repre-
senting time, a vertical axis representing voltages, and a
plurality of signals 402-412. For purposes of illustration,
signals 402-412 are described within the context of output
driver 2B of FIG. 3, although output drivers having con-
figurations different that than of output driver 2B may
generate the signals of FIG. 4.

In some examples, input signal 402 may be an example of
the input signal received by output driver 2B at input 12,
output signal 404 may be an example of the output signal
generated by output driver 2B at output 14, VLS 406 may be
an example of control signal 39B generated by comparator
38B, VHS 408 may be an example of control signal 39A
generated by comparator 38A, VS 410 may be an example
of control signal 41 generated by OR gate 40, and VG 412
may be an example of control signal 35 generated by AND
gate 42. As such, VS 410 may be an “OR” of VLS 406 and
VHS 408, and VG may be an “AND” or VS 410 and input
signal 402.

In accordance with one or more techniques of this dis-
closure, output driver 2B may receive input signal 402 at
input 12 and generate output signal 404 at output 14. As
illustrated by graph 400, output driver 2B may be non-
inverting such that while the voltage level of input signal
402 is low, the voltage level of output signal 404 is low and
vice versa. As discussed above, driver 6B may be directly
controlled by input signal 402 such that when input signal
402 is logic high (e.g., “1”), driver 6B may begin to pull-up
the voltage level of output signal 404 and vice versa.

As discussed above, OR gate 40 may output VS 410 as
logic high where either or both of VLS 408 or VHS 410 are
logic high. As illustrated by graph 400, comparator 38B may
output VLS 406 as logic high where the voltage level of
output signal 404 is less than first output threshold 414 and
comparator 38A may output VHS 408 as logic high where
the voltage level of output signal 404 is greater than second
output threshold 416. As such, VS 410 may be logic high
when the voltage level of output signal 404 is less than first
output threshold 414 and when the voltage level of output
signal 404 is greater than second output threshold 416. As
driver 10B is controlled by VG 412, driver 10B may be
active when VG 412 is logic high.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating example operations of an
example battery powered motor system, in accordance with
one or more techniques of this disclosure. For purposes of
illustration only, the example operations are described below
within the context of output driver 2B of FIG. 3, although
output drivers having configurations different that than of
output driver 2B may generate the signals of FIG. 4.

In accordance with one or more techniques of this dis-
closure, output driver 2B may determine whether the voltage
level of an input signal satisfied an input voltage threshold
(502). For instance, output driver 2B may determine whether
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the voltage level of the input signal received at input 14 is
greater than 50% of its logic high level. Responsive to
determining that the voltage level of the input signal does
not satisty the input voltage threshold (“No” branch of 502),
output driver 2B may continue to monitor the voltage level
of the input signal to determine whether the voltage level of
the input signal satisfies the input voltage threshold (502).

Responsive to determining that the voltage level of the
input signal satisfies the input voltage threshold (“Yes”
branch of 502), output driver 2B may activate a first driver
of a plurality of drivers configured to collectively generate
an output signal (504). For example, output driver 2B may
activate driver 6B which may pull-up/pull-down the voltage
level of the output signal depending on whether or not output
driver 2B is inverting or non-inverting. In addition to
activating the first driver, output driver 2B may determine
whether the voltage level of the output signal satisfies a first
output voltage threshold (506). For instance feedback logic
9 may determine whether the voltage level of the output
signal is less than e.g., 20% of its logic high level.

Responsive to determining that the voltage level of the
output signal satisfies the first output voltage threshold
(“Yes” branch of 506), output driver 2B may activate a
second driver of the plurality of drivers. For example, output
driver 2B may activate driver 10B which may, along with
driver 6B, pull-up/pull-down the voltage level of the output
signal, depending on whether or not output driver 2B is
inverting or non-inverting. As the voltage level of the output
signal is rising/falling, output driver 2B may continue to
monitor the voltage level of the output signal to determine
whether the voltage level of the output signal still satisfies
the first output voltage threshold (506). Responsive to deter-
mining that the voltage level of the output signal does not
satisfy the first output voltage threshold (“No” branch of
506), output driver 2B may deactivate the second driver
(510). For instance, as the voltage level of the output signal
is rises above/falls below the first output voltage threshold,
output driver 2B may deactivate driver 10B such that the
output signal is generated by driver 6B, e.g., without the
assistance of driver 10B.

Output driver 2B may continue to monitor the voltage
level of the output signal to determine whether the voltage
level of the output signal satisfies a second output voltage
threshold (512). For instance feedback logic 9 may deter-
mine whether the voltage level of the output signal is greater
than e.g., 80% of its logic high level. Responsive to deter-
mining that the voltage level of the output signal satisfies the
second output voltage threshold (“Yes” branch of 512),
output driver 2B may activate the second driver (514).

As discussed above, the first driver (e.g., driver 6B) may
be configured to satisfy one or more slew rate requirements
and the second driver (e.g., driver 10B) may be configured
to satisfy one or more delay and/or DC requirements. As
such in this way, the first driver and the second driver may
collectively generate the output signal such that it satisfies
the slew rate requirements, the delay requirements, and the
DC requirements.

Additionally, as discussed above, in some examples,
output driver 2B may activate the second driver based on
one or more thresholds. As one example, output driver 2B
may activate the second driver during two time periods
(when the output signal transitions from low to high, similar
conditions for when the output signal transitions from high
to low), (1) when the voltage level of the output signal is less
than a first threshold, and (2) when the voltage level of the
output signal is greater than a second threshold. As another
example, output driver 2B may activate the second driver
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only when the voltage level of the output signal is less than
the first threshold. As another example, output driver 2B
may activate the second driver only when the voltage level
of the output signal is greater than the second threshold.

An example application for the techniques of this disclo-
sure is an output driver operating on a controller area
network (CAN) bus. In some examples, the CAN bus
specification may describe a slew requirement of 60 mv/ns
for signal rise/fall from 20%-80% and 80%-20% respec-
tively, and a propagation delay requirement of 10 ns from
50% of the input signal to reach 20% of the output signal.
However, with 60 mV/ns of slew rate, the time required to
reach 20% would be 10 ns in 3V configurations, and 16.67
ns in 5V configurations. As such, it may be a challenging for
a driver to meet the delay requirement of 10 ns (including
the propagation delay from the input signal to output driver).
Additionally, considering all the variations over process,
voltage, and temperature, meeting the delay requirement
becomes further challenging.

In accordance with one or more techniques of this dis-
closure, an output driver, such as output driver 2, may
include a first driver with a slew rate that satisfies the CAN
requirement of 60 mV/ns, such as driver 6, and a second
driver that satisfies the propagation delay requirement of 10
ns, such as driver 10. When the input signal toggles (i.e.,
transitions from low to high), the first driver may activate
and pull-up the voltage level of the output signal until the
input signal transitions back to low. Additionally, the second
driver may activate during one or periods. As one example,
the second driver may activate when both the input signal is
high and the voltage level of the output signal is below a first
output threshold. As another example, the second driver may
activate when both the input signal is high and the voltage
level of the output signal is greater than a second output
threshold. As another example, the second driver may acti-
vate when both the input signal is high and the voltage level
of the output signal is below a first output threshold,
deactivate when the voltage level of the output signal is
between the first output threshold and the second output
threshold, and reactivate when the voltage level of the output
signal is greater than the second output threshold. In these
ways, output driver 2 may satisfy the slew, propagation
delay, and DC requirements of the CAN specification.

The following examples may illustrate one or more
aspects of the disclosure.

EXAMPLE 1

A method comprising: in response to a voltage level of an
input signal satisfying an input voltage threshold, activating
a first driver of a plurality of drivers configured to collec-
tively generate an output signal; and in response to the
voltage level of the input signal satisfying the input voltage
threshold and a voltage level of the output signal satisfying
an output voltage threshold, toggling activation of a second
driver of the plurality of drivers, wherein the second driver
is configured to switch more current when activated than the
first driver, and wherein the first driver has a faster slew rate
than the second driver.

EXAMPLE 2

The method of example 1, further comprising: determin-
ing that the voltage level of the output signal satisfies the
output voltage threshold where the voltage level of the
output signal is greater than the output voltage threshold,
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and wherein toggling activation of the second driver of the
plurality of drivers comprises activating the second driver.

EXAMPLE 3

The method of any combination of examples 1-2, wherein
the output voltage threshold is a first output voltage thresh-
old, the method further comprising: in response to the
voltage level of the input signal satisfying the input voltage
threshold and that the voltage level of the output signal being
less than a second output voltage threshold, activating the
second driver; and responsive to the voltage level of the
output signal being between the first output voltage thresh-
old and the second output voltage threshold, deactivating the
second driver.

EXAMPLE 4

The method of any combination of examples 1-3, wherein
the first driver includes a resistance configured to modify the
slew rate of the first driver.

EXAMPLE 5

The method of any combination of examples 1-4,
wherein: activating the first driver comprises activating a
first push driver of the plurality of drivers, and toggling
activation of the second driver comprises toggling activation
of a second push driver of the plurality of drivers, or
activating the first driver comprises activating a first pull
driver of the plurality of drivers, and toggling activation of
the second driver comprises toggling activation of a second
pull driver of the plurality of drivers.

EXAMPLE 6

The method of any combination of examples 1-5, wherein
the output signal is a communications signal of a controller
area network (CAN) bus.

EXAMPLE 7

An output driver comprising: a plurality of drivers con-
figured to collectively generate an output signal, wherein: a
first driver of the plurality of drivers is configured to activate
responsive to a voltage level of an input signal satisfying an
input voltage threshold, a second driver of the plurality of
drivers is configured to toggle activation responsive to the
voltage level of the input signal satisfying the input voltage
threshold and a voltage level of the output signal satistying
an output voltage threshold, wherein the second driver is
configured to switch more current when activated than the
first driver, and wherein the first driver has a faster slew rate
than the second driver.

EXAMPLE 8

The output driver of example 7, wherein: the voltage level
of the output signal satisfies the output voltage threshold
where the voltage level of the output signal is greater than
the output voltage threshold, and the second driver is con-
figured to activate by at least activating.

EXAMPLE 9

The output driver of any combination of examples 7-8,
wherein: the output voltage threshold is a first output voltage
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threshold, the second driver is configured to activate respon-
sive to the voltage level of the input signal satisfying the
input voltage threshold and that the voltage level of the
output signal being less than a second output voltage thresh-
old, and the second driver is configured to deactivate respon-
sive to the voltage level of the output signal being between
the first output voltage threshold and the second output
voltage threshold.

EXAMPLE 10

The output driver of any combination of examples 7-9,
further comprising: a resistance configured to modify the
slew rate of the first driver.

EXAMPLE 11

The output driver of any combination of examples 7-10,
wherein: the first driver is configured to activate by at least
activating a first push driver of the plurality of drivers, and
the second driver is configured to toggle activation by at
least toggling activation of a second push driver of the
plurality of drivers, or the first driver is configured to
activate by at least activating a first pull driver of the
plurality of drivers, and the second driver is configured to
toggle activation by at least toggling activation of a second
pull driver of the plurality of drivers.

EXAMPLE 12

The output driver of any combination of examples 7-11,
wherein the output signal is a communications signal of a
controller area network (CAN) bus.

EXAMPLE 13

An output driver comprising: a plurality of means for
collectively generating an output signal; and means for
controlling the means for collectively generating the output
signal configured to: activate a first means of the plurality of
means for collectively generating the output signal respon-
sive to a voltage level of an input signal satistying an input
voltage threshold, toggle activation of a second means of the
plurality of means for collectively generating the output
signal responsive to the voltage level of the input signal
satisfying the input voltage threshold and a voltage level of
the output signal satistfying an output voltage threshold,
wherein the second means is configured to switch more
current when activated than the first means, and wherein the
first means has a faster slew rate than the second means.

EXAMPLE 14

The output driver of example 13, wherein the means for
controlling are configured to: determine that the voltage
level of the output signal satisfies the output voltage thresh-
old where the voltage level of the output signal is greater
than the output voltage threshold, and toggle activation of
the second means of the plurality of drivers by at least
activating the second means.

EXAMPLE 15

The output driver of any combination of examples 13-14,
wherein the output voltage threshold is a first output voltage
threshold, and wherein the means for controlling are con-
figured to: activate the second means responsive to the



US 9,461,624 B2

15

voltage level of the input signal satisfying the input voltage
threshold and that the voltage level of the output signal being
less than a second output voltage threshold, and deactivate
the second means responsive to the voltage level of the
output signal being between the first output voltage thresh-
old and the second output voltage threshold.

EXAMPLE 16

The output driver of any combination of examples 13-15,
further comprising: means for moditying the slew rate of the
first driver.

EXAMPLE 17

The output driver of any combination of examples 13-16,
wherein the means for controlling are configured to: activate
the first means by at least activating a first push means of the
plurality of means, and toggling activation of the second
means by at least toggling activation of a second push means
of the plurality of means, or activating the first means by at
least activating a first pull means of the plurality of means,
and toggling activation of the second means by at least
toggling activation of a second pull means of the plurality of
means.

EXAMPLE 18

The output driver of any combination of examples 13-17,
wherein the output signal is a communications signal of a
controller area network (CAN) bus.

The techniques described in this disclosure may be imple-
mented, at least in part, in hardware, software, firmware, or
any combination thereof. For example, various aspects of
the described techniques may be implemented within one or
more processors, including one or more microprocessors,
digital signal processors (DSPs), application specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), field programmable gate arrays
(FPGAs), or any other equivalent integrated or discrete logic
circuitry, as well as any combinations of such components.
The term “processor” or “processing circuitry” may gener-
ally refer to any of the foregoing logic circuitry, alone or in
combination with other logic circuitry, or any other equiva-
lent circuitry. A control unit including hardware may also
perform one or more of the techniques of this disclosure.

Such hardware, software, and firmware may be imple-
mented within the same device or within separate devices to
support the various techniques described in this disclosure.
In addition, any of the described units, modules or compo-
nents may be implemented together or separately as discrete
but interoperable logic devices. Depiction of different fea-
tures as modules or units is intended to highlight different
functional aspects and does not necessarily imply that such
modules or units must be realized by separate hardware,
firmware, or software components. Rather, functionality
associated with one or more modules or units may be
performed by separate hardware, firmware, or software
components, or integrated within common or separate hard-
ware, firmware, or software components.

The techniques described in this disclosure may also be
embodied or encoded in an article of manufacture including
a computer-readable storage medium encoded with instruc-
tions. Instructions embedded or encoded in an article of
manufacture including a computer-readable storage medium
encoded, may cause one or more programmable processors,
or other processors, to implement one or more of the
techniques described herein, such as when instructions
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included or encoded in the computer-readable storage
medium are executed by the one or more processors. Com-
puter readable storage media may include random access
memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), programmable
read only memory (PROM), erasable programmable read
only memory (EPROM), electronically erasable program-
mable read only memory (EEPROM), flash memory, a hard
disk, a compact disc ROM (CD-ROM), a floppy disk, a
cassette, magnetic media, optical media, or other computer
readable media. In some examples, an article of manufacture
may include one or more computer-readable storage media.

In some examples, a computer-readable storage medium
may include a non-transitory medium. The term “non-
transitory” may indicate that the storage medium is not
embodied in a carrier wave or a propagated signal. In certain
examples, a non-transitory storage medium may store data
that can, over time, change (e.g., in RAM or cache).

Various aspects have been described in this disclosure.
These and other aspects are within the scope of the following
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

in response to a voltage level of an input signal satisfying

an input voltage threshold, activating a first driver of a
plurality of drivers configured to collectively generate
an output signal; and

in response to the voltage level of the input signal

satisfying the input voltage threshold and a voltage
level of the output signal satisfying an output voltage
threshold, toggling activation of a second driver of the
plurality of drivers, wherein the second driver is con-
figured to switch more current when activated than the
first driver, and wherein the first driver has a faster slew
rate than the second driver.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining that the voltage level of the output signal

satisfies the output voltage threshold where the voltage
level of the output signal is greater than the output
voltage threshold, and

wherein toggling activation of the second driver of the

plurality of drivers comprises activating the second
driver.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the output voltage
threshold is a first output voltage threshold, the method
further comprising:

in response to the voltage level of the input signal

satisfying the input voltage threshold and that the
voltage level of the output signal being less than a
second output voltage threshold, activating the second
driver; and

responsive to the voltage level of the output signal being

between the first output voltage threshold and the
second output voltage threshold, deactivating the sec-
ond driver.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first driver includes
a resistance configured to modify the slew rate of the first
driver.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein:

activating the first driver comprises activating a first push

driver of the plurality of drivers, and

toggling activation of the second driver comprises tog-

gling activation of a second push driver of the plurality
of drivers, or

activating the first driver comprises activating a first pull

driver of the plurality of drivers, and
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toggling activation of the second driver comprises tog-

gling activation of a second pull driver of the plurality

of drivers.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the output signal is a
communications signal of a controller area network (CAN)
bus.

7. An output driver comprising:

a plurality of drivers configured to collectively generate

an output signal, wherein:

a first driver of the plurality of drivers is configured to
activate responsive to a voltage level of an input
signal satisfying an input voltage threshold,

a second driver of the plurality of drivers is configured
to toggle activation responsive to the voltage level of
the input signal satisfying the input voltage threshold
and a voltage level of the output signal satisfying an
output voltage threshold,

wherein the second driver is configured to switch more
current when activated than the first driver, and

wherein the first driver has a faster slew rate than the
second driver.

8. The output driver of claim 7, wherein:

the voltage level of the output signal satisfies the output

voltage threshold where the voltage level of the output

signal is greater than the output voltage threshold, and
the second driver is configured to toggle activation by at
least activating.

9. The output driver of claim 8, wherein:

the output voltage threshold is a first output voltage

threshold,

the second driver is configured to activate responsive to

the voltage level of the input signal satistying the input

voltage threshold and that the voltage level of the
output signal being less than a second output voltage
threshold, and

the second driver is configured to deactivate responsive to

the voltage level of the output signal being between the

first output voltage threshold and the second output
voltage threshold.

10. The output driver of claim 7, further comprising:

a resistance configured to modify the slew rate of the first

driver.

11. The output driver of claim 7, wherein:

the first driver is configured to activate by at least acti-

vating a first push driver of the plurality of drivers, and

the second driver is configured to toggle activation by at
least toggling activation of a second push driver of the
plurality of drivers, or

the first driver is configured to activate by at least acti-

vating a first pull driver of the plurality of drivers, and

the second driver is configured to toggle activation by at
least toggling activation of a second pull driver of the
plurality of drivers.

12. The output driver of claim 8, wherein the output signal
is a communications signal of a controller area network
(CAN) bus.
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13. An output driver comprising:

a plurality of means for collectively generating an output

signal; and

means for controlling the means for collectively generat-

ing the output signal configured to:

activate a first means of the plurality of means for
collectively generating the output signal responsive
to a voltage level of an input signal satisfying an
input voltage threshold,

toggle activation of a second means of the plurality of
means for collectively generating the output signal
responsive to the voltage level of the input signal
satisfying the input voltage threshold and a voltage
level of the output signal satisfying an output voltage
threshold,

wherein the second means is configured to switch more

current when activated than the first means, and
wherein the first means has a faster slew rate than the
second means.

14. The output driver of claim 13, wherein the means for
controlling are configured to:

determine that the voltage level of the output signal

satisfies the output voltage threshold where the voltage
level of the output signal is greater than the output
voltage threshold, and

toggle activation of the second means of the plurality of

drivers by at least activating the second means.
15. The output driver of claim 14, wherein the output
voltage threshold is a first output voltage threshold, and
wherein the means for controlling are configured to:
activate the second means responsive to the voltage level
of the input signal satisfying the input voltage threshold
and that the voltage level of the output signal being less
than a second output voltage threshold, and

deactivate the second means responsive to the voltage
level of the output signal being between the first output
voltage threshold and the second output voltage thresh-
old.

16. The output driver of claim 13, further comprising:

means for modifying the slew rate of the first driver.

17. The output driver of claim 13, wherein the means for
controlling are configured to:

activate the first means by at least activating a first push

means of the plurality of means, and

toggling activation of the second means by at least

toggling activation of a second push means of the
plurality of means, or

activating the first means by at least activating a first pull

means of the plurality of means, and

toggling activation of the second means by at least

toggling activation of a second pull means of the
plurality of means.

18. The output driver of claim 13, wherein the output
signal is a communications signal of a controller area
network (CAN) bus.



